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Ouwr Unchor , Ourne Rock o Lo

I have been in SLAC since 2001 when I started my studies in
London. It is now my eighth year in SLAC and I have

witnessed how God has provided us throughout all these years.

I am glad to see how the church has been transforming, how
brothers and sisters have learnt and grown under God's

guidance and love. It is amazing.
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Being a small church in suburban London, it has its own
constraints which are hard to resolve in years. Despite us being
limited in talents, manpower and incomes, God always
provides. During all these years, we set up our church council.
Brothers and sisters begin to involve in church ministry and
administration. As SLAC is a very small church, there is always
a chance for everyone to serve. | have been learning to serve
God since I joined the council in 2003 together with Dicky and
Henry.

I thank God for sending Rev Pang and his family here to set up
SLAC, and I have met Rev Pang on several occasions in MAC.
Southwest London was a virgin dominion for Chinese
Ministries when he first came. Since then, he has gradually
built up networks for the Chinese community. He has been a
loyal servant to God and I believe he would continue his good

work with our Lord's grace and guidance.

10 Years on, God's love is never off.
He enlightened our vision, help us to serve.
Though trouble comes, he lifts me up.

He is our anchor, our rock.
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U Prayer Ltice Lau
Our Father in heaven, as we are going to celebrate SLAC 10"
anniversary, it brings back the memory of my first day entering
SLAC’s door. It was eight years ago on one Saturday afternoon
before Christmas. Since then I was guided by YOU along life’s ups
and downs. You have been watchful from heaven above. I must admit
that it is never easy to follow Jesus Your Son. You know my
rebellious way of running away from You, of which I chose my way
of life in ignorance of Your good will. I didn’t trust and obey You.
However, with love and kindness You have waited patiently for my
return to You through the Holy Spirit. Lord, You didn’t spare the rod
to discipline me.

Though I am unworthy of Your love, You lead me home and have
chosen SLAC to be the place where I find joy in You once again. It
is beyond words that I can express my Thank-You. In the years ahead,
may You keep on guiding me and strengthening me so that [ am able
to serve you more and more; that I may grow in spirit and in truth.

Over the years, | have witnessed Your grace towards SLAC and our
brothers and sisters. Some like me came to seek you, and some went
away. For whatever reasons, You have your will for each of us.
Therefore, wherever they are now, Almighty God, may You guide
them that not one would go astray; that they have your blessings
along their way. And may whoever enters SLAC’s door finds love,
peace and joy in YOU, because You alone are the only true God, the
holy one. ‘How great Thou art!’

Amen.
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Sewe HIM With My Guitar — Nice vy

The first instrument I learnt to play was the piano and my teacher
was Carmen (now in Africa for a year doing Christian work in Port
Elizabeth) and I had a lesson every Sunday morning before church. I
had around several lessons before I found out that piano was not for
me.

By then my brother Marco started learning the guitar and I was
interested in it too. So I got my brother and my cousin to teach me
some basics. I started to learn more by searching online how to play
the chords, and experimenting on stroking techniques. After
practising for a few weeks I knew this was the instrument for me. I
really liked it and was playing it every day. I learnt by practising
Christian songs and non-Christian songs and every time I came
across a chord which I could not play I just searched it online...I was
just determined to learn.

I first started playing guitar at church in Sunday school when we had
our separate worship from the adults at Oasis church. My brother and
I took turns playing guitar each week. I didn’t really start playing in
the worship with the whole congregation until the church decided
that we should have worship together as a whole church.

This gave me the chance to accompany the pianist and serve our God
together. It really was great, with everyone singing and praising in
harmony with the piano and guitar. It brought every heart towards
God.
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I really enjoy and look forward to play guitar every Sunday. God has
a purpose for everyone and His purpose for me is to serve Him by
playing the guitar. It’s really great to get the chance to form an
ensemble with the piano and now with the flute as well. It sounds
much better than just plain guitar or plain piano.

We now have a band called ‘Beat Route’ which includes all the
musicians and some singers. In the future I hope to see new
musicians joining our band and maybe some new instruments like
violins, drums and other varieties.

PG EPED PG EPOED P PoE P

My, Life Experience of Ged e im

It is difficult, if not impossible, to describe one’s experience and
knowledge of God because words fail so miserably. However, this is
my attempt to describe my experience, encounter, and understanding
of God. I am presently a 15-year old teenager, so haven’t experienced
the further struggles and problems in life, yet I am already aware of
how God has helped me and the important ones around. God has
disciplined and influenced me in many ways through my mind, my
behaviour and understanding.

I was brought up with bible teachings by my mother. When she was
converted with my siblings, | was very young, just reaching the age
of reasoning. Convincing her loved ones about God wasn’t easy, but
through many long years of prayer, people around us started to
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change through God’s help. I feel my life, consciousness, my very
essence as a being is rooted in God— in God’s being. God is being
and to be is to be in God.

Just reaching 15 years old starting my GCSEs, I find no difficulty in
my academic life. I will not consider my school as the most excellent,
since there are many distractions during class. Through God’s
influence my mind is able to help me concentrate and pay no
attention to the disturbances in the classroom. I may not have
struggles in my school life, but there have been many things that
worry me in my personal life.

For example when my grandfather was diagnosed with TB
(tuberculosis) within his skull, I was so miserable. I have an intimate
relationship with my grandfather; he is like a second father to me.
The doctors believed that it would be dangerous for someone so
elderly to withstand such surgery, possibly causing death. I was
worried and heartbroken. I would never forget that. But after praying
I could feel wrapped in a blanket of love. I knew and felt God and
His love around me and my grandfather. 1 felt inside that pure
innocent state of love surrounding me, and my heart was able to
become peaceful. My grandfather survived the surgery and is living
healthily to this day. Although he has not been converted, I am able to
talk about God in his presence. Whilst my grandfather was very
ignorant about Jesus, he was tolerant when I mentioned Him.
However he would get fuming at times. I am very pleased that God
not only saved my grandfather, but helped him understand his
salvation.

The fact that I come from a Chinese family, being brought up within

-37-



mieHEE e tASER

Chinese traditions and culture, is what makes my other family
members so reluctant in accepting or following God. My family has
come from a strong background of pain and hardships. I know they
only want the best for me and my siblings because of their past
experiences. They have disciplined me in many ways verbally and
physically; yet I believe God has spiritually intervened in my life and
showed me right from wrong. I can see that my relatives who do not
acknowledge God undergo a lot of pressure and stress within their
lives.

Even though I still have a childish nature, God has helped me create a
mature understanding for serious problems contained in my
surroundings, in addition to the problem of sin around the world. I
am able to sustain myself from many kinds of temptations. I admit I
look like a very immature youth, who expresses his emotions through
jokes and laughter; but I can recognise many changes within society
these days, (mostly tolerances of certain laws in the bible) which
makes me infuriated.

I think the greatest aspect of God’s nature is not only his love and
salvation, but his holiness, something we all crave for. It remains a
permanent religious instinct, a feeling for that unnamed,
undiscovered presence and sometimes stirs the mind by confronting
it with a spiritual manifestation of itself. There are times when I have
experienced God’s holiness which are on rare occasions at times of
worship or prayer, it is a feeling more compelling than any other. God
has entered my life and I will never deny it for his love is never
ending. You cannot separate love from God or God from love, and
they are one and the same.
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Juy, Sﬁwu'ng Joshua Fang

Hi all, you all know me as the pastor’s son and also the pianist, with
Peggy and Sarah, of the church. My dad has got me to write this
article about being the pianist and so here it is! This might seem a bit
awkward but bear with me please. © Thank you.

I started learning the piano when I was about 7, mainly because my
mum took me to the piano teacher. Since then it is 10 years. I have
now gained grade 8 in piano this year’s (2008) March. However, |
had taken on the role of a pianist much earlier, for about 4 to 5 years,
at a much earlier grade. Penny has asked me several weeks ago
whether 1 get nervous before playing for the congregation and I
realized then that I don’t anymore. For the first few years, | was
always nervous before playing and often made mistakes when
playing, although not many people noticed. I suppose it was because
of this that I started playing more confidently but until Penny asked
me this, [ had not thought of the real reason why I am more confident
now nor of what role I really play in the Sunday worship.

Many people think that the role of the pianist is to lead the songs but
I have found that the pianist is the accompaniment and not the
leading role. In fact, the congregation rarely listens to what you’re
playing and how fast you play it but mostly ignores you unless it’s
radically different from what they’re singing! This revelation was
every encouraging to me as I am rather shy and do not like to be ‘in

the limelight’, as many of you know.
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I have not realized before how much God has encouraged me in my
faith from my piano playing and how he has improved my
confidence from it. Because of my piano practice, I have been able to
play many new songs from the Songs of Fellowship and many of
them contain inspiring words and melodies.

I hope you liked my sharing and may God bless you!

PGPS PG PE PG S PG

From a Sunday School Jeacher
Meanica Waeng

I feel very blessed to be a Sunday school teacher, spreading God’s
word to children. God found me when I was seventeen. However, 1
believe that I would have made less mistakes if I had grown up
knowing God and realizing His love for me. The children at Sunday
school are guided to read God’s word in the Bible and to understand
the meaning. We sing songs , play games and build a strong
friendship amongst ourselves.

I have been teaching Sunday school for four years. Every lesson,
both myself and the children feel closer to God. We learn about a new
chapter each time and discuss how we can apply the guidance there
into our everyday lives. There are other Sunday school teachers and
we alternate the work. Wish that we serve SLAC as what God calls
us to.
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